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A survival guide for life
“Curiosity killed the cat.” We’ve all
heard this proverb. It warns of the
danger of being nosy! Not for nothing
did Lewis Carroll say, “… that people
with the most narrow of minds seem
to have the widest of mouths!”
Sometimes it’s best to keep our heads
down and keep ourselves to ourselves.
Yet curiosity is essentially a good
thing. Walt Disney said, “We keep
moving forward, opening new doors,
and doing new things, because we're
curious and curiosity keeps leading us
down new paths.”

Bear Grylls begins his book ‘A
Survival Guide For Life’ with this
quote from the Bible: “I have
come that you may have life, and
have it to the full.” John 10:10.
spirituality and that is the theme of this
edition of our newsletter. Is there a
God? Who was Jesus? Did He really
die on a Cross? Did He rise from the
dead? Can we take seriously His claim
to be God? What is the meaning of
life? Is there more than working and
having fun? Can we find meaning and
purpose through a relationship with
God? It’s not possible to answer all
these questions in a short newsletter!
But we hope it will stimulate you to
ask questions.

Children in schools need to be curious
in order to learn. Scientific discovery
progresses because someone asks a
question. We want to be curious about
Contact details
Tel: 01462 232005 or e-mail: chris@cc-b.uk

Bear, one of the greatest
explorers of our time, often
speaks of how his Christian faith
shapes his experience in life,
claiming “Jesus, the heart of the
Christian faith, is the wildest,
most radical guy you’d ever
come across.”
For some of us, the thought of
Jesus as radical rather than
boring, or offering life to the full,

rather than squeezing the fun out
of it, can seem like a pretty alien
concept. That’s why I think it’s
crucial we examine the evidence
for Jesus and what he actually
said.
That’s exactly what we look to do
with our young people at
Christchurch. I have the real joy
of helping an aspiring group to
explore the message of
Christianity, with Jesus right at
the centre. We recently had a
successful evening at Cultivo
Lounge looking at the scientific
evidence for whether Christianity
is true. Many of our regular
members brought friends that
wanted to think through these
questions.
We always welcome newcomers,
and we’ve found that people
really want to know if Christianity
is reasonable and what it would
look like to accept it. If you’d like
to come and join us, please do
get in touch!
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Asking Questions
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We’re all born curious. The challenge is to stay that way. Life gets busy,
responsibilities add up. And before we know it, there’s simply no time
to wonder about things. Do you remember the questions you used to

!

ask as a child? Why is the sky blue? Who would win if a shark fought a
bear? What happens to us when we die? Ask anyone who spends
time with children now and they’ll (perhaps wearily!) tell you, those
questions haven’t changed. Children have an innate curiosity about
the world. Teenagers too, have a wonderful appetite for knowledge.
They won’t be fobbed off with platitudes and they definitely won’t be
told what the “right” answer is without being allowed to question it!
That’s why at Christchurch, we really encourage thoughtful, challenging
teaching for our young people. There are lots of opportunities to ask
questions and seek out the truth for themselves so that their faith is
rooted in evidence, not guilt trips or pie in the sky.
Shouldn’t it be the same for adults? All too often we’re left to follow
tradition; to do what our parents or grandparents did, just because
that’s what they did. Aren’t we curious about what happens when we
die anymore? If we had just a little more time to ourselves, wouldn’t
we all have a few questions we’ve been
meaning to think about?

and then to make this the purpose of your life. Yet
history shows how few people will do this.”
Are we living with purpose? Are we doing more than
juggling the day to day? If we look at science and
nature – consider the way specific proteins are formed
in DNA for specific purposes, or the perfect balance in which atoms are
formed - there is so much that
simply cannot be random. Let’s get
curious. Let’s ask why we are here.
What happens when we die? Will
we face God in judgment? How can
I get right with God? Who is Jesus?
The search for answers is very
important indeed and answers can
be found. Jesus himself said, “Ask
and it will be given to you; knock
and the door will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who
knocks the door will be opened.” Matthew 7:7
If you’re ready to explore these big questions please consider joining
us at a Christianity Explored group. Further details can be found at
www.cc-b.org.uk or by calling 01462 626333. Or please do come
along to a Sunday service. We’d love to meet you.

At a school morning assembly, the
head-teacher made this important
announcement, “The purpose of life is to discover the purpose of life

